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ronment 182. as best illustrated in FIG. 5. In one presently 
preferred embodiment, the dimensional height of the cover 
member 140 at its highest point is between approximately 10 
cm and 20 cm. and preferably about 15 cm. It will be readily 
appreciated by those skilled in the art however, that other 
dimensional sizes of the cover member 140 are possible. It 
is intended, therefore, that the examples provided herein be 
viewed as exemplary of the principles of the present 
invention, and not as restrictive to a particular structure for 
implementing those principles. 

To assist in selectively positioning the cover member 140 
in supportable relation to the second support ridge 168 of the 
cooking grill 150. a handle member 144 may be provided, as 
best illustrated in FIG. 5. In one presently preferred 
embodiment, the handle member 144 may be integrally 
formed on the exterior surface of the cover member 140. 
Structurally, the handle member 144 may comprise a con- 
figuration sufficient for providing means for gripping by a 
user. It will be apparent that other gripping mechanisms may 
be constructed in accordance with the inventive principles 
set forth herein. For example, the handle member 144 may 
comprise a pivotal. U-shaped member having opposing ends 
securely fastened to at least a portion of the outer body of the 
cover member 140. Accordingly, those skilled in the art will 
readily recognize other possible modifications and adapta- 
tions which are consistent with the spirit and scope of the 
present invention. 

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 4. a recess 76. 176 may be 
formed in one or more of the opposing side walls 14a. 14fc. 
14c of the base unit 12 or one or more opposing side walls 
152a, 152b. 152c of the cooking grill 150. respectively, to 
provide means for gripping the cooking utensil 10. 110 of 
the present invention. The recess 76. 176 is preferably 
formed having an internal surface area being sufficient 
dimensionally to allow the insertion of one or more fingers 
of a user therein so as to provide means for gripping the base 
unit 12 or the cooking grill 150. respectively. It will be 
apparent that other mechanisms may be constructed in 
accordance with the inventive principles set forth herein. For 
example, conventional handle members may be attached 
along one or more side walls 14. 153 of the base unit 12 or 
the cooking grill 150. respectively, to facilitate the maneu- 
verability of the present invention. It is intended, therefore, 
that the example provided herein be viewed as exemplary of 
the principles of the present invention, and not as restrictive 
to a particular structure for implementing those principles. 

Although numerous variations or techniques are available 
for cooking with the present invention, one presently pre- 
ferred method for preparing foods using the utensil support- 
ing multiple cooking environments 10. 110 may comprise 
the steps of ( 1) introducing at least one food item within one 
or more cooking compartments 20, 160. each of the cooking 
compartments 20. 160 having an internal periphery suffi- 
cient for receiving said food item and being partitioned from 
the other cooking compartments, (2) selectively positioning 
a cooking grill 30. 150 over said internal periphery of said 
cooking compartments 20, 160 to facilitate a first cooking 
environment 46. 180 for preparing said food items within the 
compartments, the cooking grill 30. 150 comprising an 
upper cooking surface 32. 156 and a collection reservoir 34. 
158 disposed beneath at least a portion of the upper cooking 
surface 32. 156, and (3) disposing one or more food items in 
relation to the upper cooking surface 32, 156 of the cooking 
grill 30. 150. wherein the upper cooking surface 32. 156 
facilitates a second cooking environment 48. 182 for pre- 
paring the food item(s) positioned on or suspended above 
the upper cooking surface 32, 156 for consumption. In 
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addition, a cover member 40. 140 may be selectively dis- 
posed in supportable relation to the cooking grill 30. 150 to 
provide means for substantially sealing the second cooking 
environment 48. 182. Upon assembly, the cooking utensil 
10, 110 of the present invention provides means for simul- 
taneously supporting at least two cooking environments for 
the preparation of food items. 

From the above discussion, it will be appreciated that the 
present invention contemplates a utensil supporting multiple 
cooking environments for preparing foods, thereby facili- 
tating at least two cooking environments for preparing 
various food items using a single cooking implement. 

Consistent with the foregoing, the present invention may 
be embodied in other specific forms without departing from 
its spirit or essential characteristics. The described embodi- 
ments are to be considered in all respects only as illustrative, 
and not restrictive. The scope of the invention is. therefore, 
indicated by the appended claims, rather than by the fore- 
going description. All chances which come within the 
meaning, and range of equivalency of the claims are to be 
embraced within their scope. 

What is claimed and desired to be secured by United 
States Letters Patent is: 

1. A cooking utensil, comprising: 

a cooking grill having an upper cooking surface and a 
collection reservoir disposed beneath at least a portion 
of said upper cooking surface; 

said upper cooking surface of said cooking grill support- 
ing a first cooking environment; 

at least two cooking compartments disposed in relation to 
said cooking grill, each of said cooking compartments 
partitioned from the other by a separating wall, wherein 
each of said cooking compartments including an inter- 
nal periphery that is dimensionally sufficient for selec- 
tively introducing at least one food item therein; 

each of said cooking compartments supporting a second 
cooking environment distinguishable from said first 
cooking environment 

2. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 1 further com- 
prising a cover member selectively disposed in supportable 
relation to said cooking grill. 

3. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 2 wherein said 
cover member is formed having a general concave configu- 
ration. 

4. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 2 wherein said 
cover member includes a handle. 

5. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
upper cooking surface comprises a plurality of openings. 

6. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 5 wherein said 
openings provide means for passing liquids into said col- 
lection reservoir. 

7. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 5 further com- 
prising a plurality of collection channels formed in relation 
to said openings. 

8. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
collection reservoir comprises at least three side walls and a 
surface flooring. 

9. A cooking utensil, comprising: 
a cooking grill having an upper cooking surface and a 

collection reservoir disposed beneath at least a portion 
of said upper cooking surface; 
said upper cooking surface of said cooking grill support- 
ing a first cooking environment; 
at least two cooking compartments disposed in relation to 
said cooking grill, each of said cooking compartments 
partitioned from the other by a separating wall, wherein 
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each of said cooking compartments including an inter- 
nal periphery that is dimensionally sufficient for selec- 
tively introducing at least one food item therein; 
each of said cooking compartments supporting a second 
cooking environment distinguishable from said first 
cooking environment; and 

a cover member selectively disposed in supportable rela- 
tion to said cooking grill. 

10. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 9 further 
comprising a support assembly for supporting a food item 
above said upper cooking surface. 

11. A cooking, utensil as defined in claim 10 wherein said 
support assembly comprises a support aperture formed in 
said upper cooking surface and a support rod having a first 
end adapted to be selectively disposed in supportable rela- 
tion to said support aperture. 

12. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 9 wherein said 
upper cooking surface comprises a plurality of openings. 
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13. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 12 wherein said 
openings provide means for passing liquids into said col- 
lection reservoir. 

14. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 12 further 
5 comprising a plurality of collection channels formed in 

relation to said openings. 

15. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 9 wherein said 
collection reservoir comprises at least three side walls and a 
surface flooring. 

16. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 9 wherein said 
to separating wall comprises two opposing ends adapted to 

engage at least two side walls of the collection reservoir, 
respectively. 

17. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 9 wherein said 
cover member is formed having a general concave configu 
ration. 

18. A cooking utensil as defined in claim 9 wherein said 
cover member comprises a handle. 
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